Current Research Resources in

DEFENSE ACQUISITION
"OTHER TRANSACTION AUTHORITY"
Each issue of the Defense Acquisition Research Journal will bring to the
attention of the defense acquisition community a topic of current research,
which has been undertaken by the DAU Knowledge Repository (KR) librarian team in collaboration with DAU’s Director of Research. Both government
civilian and military Defense Acquisition Workforce (DAW) readers will be
able to access papers publicly and from licensed resources on the DAU KR
Website: https://identity.dau.edu/EmpowerIDWebIdPForms/Login/KRsite.
Nongovernment DAW readers should be able to use their local knowledge
management centers/libraries to download, borrow, or obtain copies. We
regret that DAU cannot furnish downloads or copies.
Defense Acquisition Research Journal readers are encouraged to submit proposed topics for future research by the DAU Knowledge Repository librarian
team. Please send your suggestion with a short write-up (less than 100 words)
explaining the topic’s relevance to current defense acquisition to: Managing
Editor, Defense Acquisition Research Journal, DefenseARJ@dau.edu.
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Jurisdiction
over Federal
Procurement Disputes:
The Puzzle of Other
Transaction Agreements.
Nikole R. Snyder

Summary:
The article analyzes sovereign immunity in view of its association with
what is commonly referred to as the Other Transaction Authority (OTA)
statute. It discusses how provisions of the Contract Disputes Act (CDA),
provides a waiver of sovereign immunity that enables contractors to sue the
government for procurement contract disputes. It mentions that due to the
lack of express congressional abrogation of sovereign immunity, the federal
government cannot be sued for OTA disputes.
APA Citation:

Snyder, N. R. (2019). Jurisdiction over Federal procurement disputes: The puzzle of
Other Transaction Agreements. Public Contract Law Journal, 48(3), 515–550.
Retrieved from http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&AuthTyp
e=ip&db=asn&AN=138330775&site=ehost-live&scope=site

Defense ARJ, January 2020, Vol. 27 No. 1 : 112–116

113

A Publication of the Defense Acquisition University

https://www.dau.edu

Organized for Innovation: An
Empirical Observation of Innovation
Adoption within Defense
Organizations
Christopher A. Lynn

Summary:
This thesis will analyze the behavior of three organizations in order to better
understand the DoD’s adoption of other transaction authority (OTA).
APA Citation:

Lynn, C. A. (2018, June). Organized for innovation: An empirical observation of
innovation adoption within defense organizations. Naval Postgraduate School.
Retrieved from https://calhoun.nps.edu/bitstream/handle/10945/59714/18Jun_
Lynn_Christopher.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y

Department of Defense Use of Other
Transaction Authority: Background,
Analysis, and Issues for Congress
Moshe Schwartz and Heidi M. Peters

Summary:
This research addresses DoD use of other transaction authority (OTA)
to pay for goods and services without triggering most of the standard
acquisition statutes and regulations that govern DoD acquisition. It
further examines how OTA works, why it was legislated, potential benefits
and risks of using OTAs, and whether data are available against which to
measure their effectiveness. A legislative history of the DoD OTA is also
provided.
APA Citation:

Schwartz, M., & Peters, H. M. (2019, February). Department of Defense use of
Other Transaction Authority: Background, analysis, and issues for Congress.
Congressional Research Service. Retrieved from https://congressional.proquest.
com/congressional/docview/t21.d22.crs-2019-crs-191477?accountid=40390
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'Other Transactions' Are
Government Contracts, and
Why It Matters
Nathaniel Castellano

Summary:
Other Transaction Authority might clear away many burdensome
procurement statutes and regulations, but principles of sovereign immunity
and separation of powers, along with the pervasive precedents of the United
States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit, will continue to ensure that
doing business with the federal government, even by “Other Transaction,”
is never quite the same as doing business in the commercial market.
APA Citation:

Castellano, N. (2019, Spring). 'Other Transactions' are government contracts, and
why it matters. Public Contract Law Journal, 48(3). Retrieved from https://ssrn.
com/abstract=3435062

Procuring Innovation
Fred Kaplan

Summary:
When DIUx 2.0 got underway, Raj Shah and his team talked to Lauren
Schmidt, the program’s “pathways director” responsible for contracts,
who told them of a discovery she had made of enormous consequence.
Previously, Schmidt had worked in the Army’s acquisition branch, where
she had learned of a type of contracting blandly named “other transaction
authority.” In an OTA contract, the government and commercial companies
can design prototype projects without the onerous rules and regulations of
the traditional defense acquisition process.
APA Citation:

Kaplan, F. (2017). Procuring innovation. MIT Technology Review, 120(1). Retrieved
from http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&AuthType=ip&db=
a9h&AN=120167138&site=ehost-live
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Other Transaction Authority: Saint
or Sinner for Defense Acquisition?
William J. Weinig

Summary:
This article provides an overview and history of Other Transaction
Authority (OTA), as well as substantiates whether to advocate expansion
or seek curtailment of this powerful business instrument. This analysis
will show that, to date, the benefits of OTAs have outweighed their risks.
APA Citation:

Weinig, W. J. (2019). Other transaction authority: Saint or sinner for defense
acquisition? Defense Acquisition Research Journal, 26(2), 106–127. https://doi.
org/10.22594/dau.19-818.26.02
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